
1 of 3 

 

Call for International Collaboration 
in CBB-Resistance Breeding Research (CRBR) 

 

 

The Specialty Coffee Chronicle 2011 Issue No.3 (a publication of the SCAA) reported that 
coffee is in the throes of the crisis now because of the Coffee Berry Borer (CBB) that 
accounts for US$500 million in loses yearly, and it's on course to get even worse. The news 
is absolutely true. Then, Dr. Sabam Malau published a post on the NSCF's website titled 
"Coffee of the World is Now on the Way to Death".  
 

 

Picture 1: Michael Lutz (right) and Sabam Malau (left) met and decided to  
collaborate in coffee resistance breeding since 12 September 2011.  

Photo taken in Lutz’s Office at Medan on 12 September 2011. 
 

Dr. Sabam Malau as Chairman of NSCF-North Sumatra Coffee Forum cannot fold hands, and 
cannot stand idle.  He took initiatives to establish collaboration to fight CBB. He talked then 
to Mr. Michael Lutz as General Manager of PT Volkopi Indonesia. PT Volkopi Indonesia is 
member of  VOLCAFE Group which is a very big player, famous and credible world's coffee 
trader. After discussing in a friendly atmosphere, they both decided to establish 
collaboration.  And, since 12 September 2011 NSCF and PT Volkopi Indonesia together 
have been starting a coffee breeding which output will be a new genotype of coffee plant 
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that will be resistant to CBB.  The research is lead by Dr. Sabam Malau. “I hope our research 
can have a valuable impact on many generations to come”, said Michael Lutz. 
 
We both realize that we need more collaborative partners. So, we call you to collaborate in 
the coffee resistance breeding program. This program needs you as we face a problem in 
coffee sustainability.  As we all know that great coffee doesn’t just happened. We have to 
work hand in hand, otherwise we all will be losers.  Come along to make a history in coffee 
world.  Collaborate with us in this promising breeding research. Don't hesitate to contact 
me through my email drsabammalau@hotmail.com.   
 
The following is a brief explaination about background, method and output of the CBB-
Resistance Breeding Research (CRBR).  
 
 
A. Background 
 
CBB is the most destructive pest in the world, Indonesia and North Sumatra. CBB can 
decrease production up to 92%. CBB can significantly increase number of defective beans. 
 
1. Research one 
 
In population of coffee plants that were severely attacked by CBB in 9 regencies 
(Kabupaten), I found some plants that had significantly higher resistance to CBB in 
comparison with the plants next to it. These findings were in my CBB survey on November-
December 2010. My hypothesis is: those resistances are due to genetic factors. Natural 
geneticmutation can be the cause of those new genotypes. If this hypothesis is then proven 
true, then those plants will be sources of seeds or seedlings of resistant plants to CBB. So, 
we need to do research. Potential gonotypes from 8 regencies (Kabupaten) of North 
Sumatra Province will be selected and collected. These genotypes will be tested in field 
trials at Volkopi Station at Sigumpar Lintong, Humbanghas Regency, North Sumatra, 
Indonesia.  
 
 2. Research two 
 
New genotype such as resistant genotypes can be created through conventional breeding in 
which 2 different genotypes will be crossed. The broader the genetic differences is, the 
higher the possibilities to get such new resistant genotypes. PT Volkopi Indonesia  has the 
potential parental genotypes at Sigumpar Station. We need to do breeding research. 
Potential parents will be crossed reciprocally at Volkopi Station at Sigumpar Lintong, and 
then selection and field trials on the progenies will be conducted.  
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B. Collaboration  
 

1. Both of the researches needs at least 4 years time of research. The field work of the 
research will start as soon as possible (October 2011) 

2. Both of the researches need facilities and fund. PT Volkopi Indonesia will provide 
land, polybags, workers and some certain equipment at station. NSCF will provide 
some money for other needs of the researches. 

3. Other co-funders are welcome. Come along to make a history in coffee world. If 
you'd like to get involved in this promising research, then don't hesitate to contact 
me through my email drsabammalau@hotmail.com   

4. The research results will be published in International Journal by Sabam Malau 
(NSCF) as First Author, Volkopi Indonesia as Co-Author and other co-funders (if 
available) as Co-Authors. 

 
Kind regards, 
 
Dr. Sabam Malau 
Chairman 
NSCF-North Sumatra Coffee Forum 
Member of SCAA (USA) and 4C Association (Germany) 
Website : www.northsumateracoffeeforum.blogspot.com 
Address : Jalan Karya Rakyat 33-A, Medan 20117, North Sumatra Province, Indonesia 
HP: +628126062016 
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